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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 Positive Energy 

What is the foolproof 

way to self-

improvement? Getting 

acquainted with people 

full of positive energy.  

There is a Chinese proverb goes something like 

“One who stays near vermilion gets stained red, 

and one who stays near ink gets stained black”.      
a similar Western expression would be “One takes 

on the colour of one’s company”.  

Energy radiated, both positive and negative. If you 

want to make a change in your life, the first thing 

you could be doing, is to approach the people who 

are full of positive energy; they will make you 

realize, without telling you explicitly, that you are 

still full of youth and should be hopeful about what 

the future holds for you.  

Regardless of your age, where you live or what type 

of profession you are in, the people you are in 

frequent contact with are typically divided into two 

categories: one group will always tell you how 

much remains the same. The other group will 

always share something new when you meet with 

them. They are not necessarily your best friends, 

but conversations with this group are always full of 

hope, making you feel that it is time for you to also 

try something new and different.  

 

If you chose to continue your conversation with the 

first group of people, your topics will most likely be 

wading into negativity. You might start to think 

about your own “unfortunate” life, and how similar 

you are to this group of people.  

On the other hand, if you chose to continue your 

conversation with the friends who have tons of 

positive energy, you might be inspired to put those 

thoughts into actions, then congratulations, you 

have successfully absorbed their positive energy.  

I have absorbed far more positive energy from 

friends who possess a generally positive outlook 

about life than from the ones who have a negative 

view of the world.  

I was once told that “the average of the  quality of 

one’s five closest friends would essentially be 

quality of this person” and I think it certainly rings 

true. Human beings are social species and are easily 

influenced by other humans and their surroundings. 

 I strongly believe that the best way of making 

progress in life, is to approach those people who 

are full of positive energy.  Better yet, why not 

become one of these positive people and you will 

start attracting those who are in dire need of the 

positivity!  

Mdm. Huang Xiao Yun 
FAOPMA President (2017-2019) 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

PPM News   
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These Terrifying Robot Wolves Now 

Prowl Farms in Japan to Keep Boars 

Away 

by John Squires  -  March 16, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They’ve been dubbed “Super Monster 

Wolves.“ And yes, this is 100% real. 

 

Scarecrows may do a good job keeping birds 

away, but how do you control pest problems of 

a bigger kind? Well, over in Japan, wild boars 

are a huge problem on farms; there are nearly 

one million of them in Japan, and their epic 

feasts on chestnuts, rice, and other crops are 

collectively contributing to massive amounts of 

agricultural waste. 

In an effort to get the boar problem under 

control, some mad genius created the “Super 

Monster Wolf,” a robotic, roaming hell-beast 

that’s equipped with a terrifying howl as well 

as a set of glowing red eyes. It may look like a 

decoration you’d spend way too much on at 

Spirit Halloween, but it’s actually proven to be 

a game-changer.  

The robotic wolves, which measure right 

around two-feet tall and rely on motion sensors 

to detect the pests they’ve been tasked with 

spooking, are soon entering mass production, 

allowing farmers around Japan to hire their 

own for about $5,000. Early trials have proven 

incredibly successful; the monster wolves do 

their jobs quite efficiently. 

As for real wolves, they’ve been extinct in 

Japan since the 19th century. Here’s hoping 

their new robot doppelgangers don’t end up 

going into business for themselves… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

Copyright Notice ! 
Items provided in "PPM News" are drawn from 

a number of sources. The source of the item is 

quoted, either by publication or organisation, in 

line with the practice of fair reporting. 

It is also relevant to note that neither the content 

of articles nor the comments of the Editor of this 

newsletter are necessarily endorsed by either 

FAOPMA or its office bearers. 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

http://bloody-disgusting.com/author/john-squires/
https://i2.wp.com/bloody-disgusting.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/wolf2.jpg
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Historic India club battling demolition 

plans in court over mice infestation 

NAOMI CANTON, TNN |  February 9, 2018, 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LONDON: A charming London club in the Strand, 

soaked in history where figures from India's 

independence movement gathered, has a new battle on its 

hands: mice. 

 

Goldsand Hotels, which runs the India Club, admitted 

various charges of breaching environmental health 

regulations at Westminster magistrates' court on 

Wednesday after the court heard that mice had been 

burrowing through its ceiling and that mouse droppings 

and dirt had been found in the kitchen, bar area, dry 

storage room, on the kitchen shelves and in the kitchen 

service areas. 

 

"The officer observed holes in the ceiling of the kitchen 

and mouse droppings in the floor and wall junction," 

prosecutor Kirsty Panton said. "There were mouse 

droppings on the floor in the kitchen, on the floor in the 

dry storage room, in the service bar area and on shelving 

in the kitchen.” 

 

The India Club opened in 1946 and was a hub for Indian 

nationalists, intellectuals and politicians pre-

Independence. Established by V.K. Krishna Menon, 

India's first high commissioner to the UK, it served as 

the meeting venue of the India League, a British 

organisation which campaigned for Indian independence. 

Its founding members included Lady Edwina 

Mountbatten and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 

 

"It was originally set up by the India League as a symbol 

of post-independence friendship and understanding 

between India and the UK," Panton told the court. "The 

relevance of this is how the public see the restaurant and 

the standards that are expected, not only what you would 

expect from any restaurant but particularly of one with 

such symbolism," Panton added. 

 

 

 

 

7 Amazing Facts About A Dog's Ears 

By The Bark, November 2010 

Floppy, folded, small, large—dogs’ ears come in many 

shapes, but they all serve the same purpose: as funnels 

for sound. Did you know that at least 18 muscles work to 

tilt, raise and rotate these furry appendages, helping the 

dog identify and capture sounds from different 

directions? Here are a few fast facts about canine ears 

and hearing.  

 A dog’s level of attention can be determined by 

watching her ears. Erect ears facing forward 

indicate that she’s engaged, and slightly pulled-

back ears signal that she’s feeling friendly; ears 

laid tightly back against the head suggest a 

fearful or timid reaction. 

 Dogs’ ears move independently of one another. 

 Even during the quiet hours of the night, the 

world is a noisy place for dogs, who can hear 

the high-frequency pulse of the crystal 

resonator used in digital alarm clocks and 

bodily vibrations of termites in the walls. 

 A dog’s ear canal is L-shaped: vertical toward 

the jaw, then taking a 45° turn horizontally 

toward the ear drum. This makes examination 

challenging and predisposes dogs to a variety of 

ear ailments, including parasites and yeast 

infections.  

 Domestic dogs can hear significantly higher 

frequency sounds than humans, although not as 

high as cats. 

 A Bloodhound named Tigger from St. Joseph, 

Ill., whose right and left ears measured 13.75 

and 13.5 inches respectively, holds the title for 

longest ears, according to the Guinness Book of 

World Records. That length has a purpose: to 

help direct scent to the Bloodhound’s sensitive 

sniffer. 

 University of Cincinnati researcher Pete 

Scheifele, also the director of UC’s 

Bioacoustics and Canine Audiology Clinic, 

is developing a hearing aid that will help dogs 

with acquired hearing loss. 

  

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Edwina-Mountbatten
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Edwina-Mountbatten
https://thebark.com/category/author/bark
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Follow-up from our story in the last PPM News 

SINGAPORE - A 61-year-old woman was so shocked to 

see a cockroach in her car that she lost control of the 

wheel.  The Straits Times asks pest control experts to 

share some tips and debunk the myths: 

How to prevent cockroaches in cars: 

Pest control experts share tips and 

debunk myths 

AVOID EATING IN THE CAR 

Cockroaches are food-lovers. And leaving food residue 

or crumbs around are enough to attract them to your 

vehicles, according to pest control firm Rentokil 

Singapore. If eating in the car is something that cannot 

be avoided, especially for those with children, then it is 

important to do a thorough clean-up afterwards. The 

critters are also attracted to humid environments, so any 

spills in the car should be wiped away immediately. 

 

CLEAN AND DE-CLUTTER REGULARLY 

Cleaning the car regularly is the best way to stave off 

cockroaches. Some areas that are often neglected and can 

trap food particles include carpets, in between car seats 

and the sides of the door.  Besides wiping the surfaces, 

pest control experts advise motorists to thoroughly 

vacuum and disinfect their vehicles. 

In addition, cockroaches tend to hide and breed in 

cluttered areas, such as the boot of the car.  Keep items 

in the boot stored in a hard plastic container with a tight 

lid to keep them out. 

As cockroaches may be transported from other items, 

such as shopping bags, into the vehicle, it is crucial to do 

a quick check on the items before placing in the car, said 

pest control firm PestBusters. 

AVOID PARKING NEAR DRAINS OR GARBAGE 

Car owners should refrain from parking near areas where 

cockroaches thrive, such as drainage openings, sewage 

drains and garbage bins. Air conditioning vents in 

vehicles are one of the main entry points for 

cockroaches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE CAREFUL WHEN USING INSECTICIDES 

Insecticides work as a quick-fire way to get rid of 

cockroaches, but they have to be used with care and as a 

last resort, pest control firm Rentokil Singapore said. 

Do not stay inside the car when using insecticides, as the 

chemical can be flammable. It is also toxic to humans 

and pets. 

On the other hand, insecticide gels tend to dry up due to 

the air conditioning in the vehicle and may not be as 

effective. 

PestBusters advised car owners 

to place cockroach traps under the 

car seats if there has been a 

cockroach sighting. 

DRIED-UP PANDAN LEAVES 

DO NOT REPEL  

It is common to see car owners 

here leaving a bundle of pandan 

leaves in the boot of their vehicle 

or at the back of the seat. Many 

Singaporeans believe that the scent of fresh pandan 

leaves provides a natural cockroach repellent. 

Rentokil Singapore's medical entomologist, Dr Chan 

Hiang Hao, addressed this belief on the company's 

website. "Cockroaches may avoid it, but they are not 

killed. Moreover, should these fresh leaves dry up, they 

could become a food source for cockroaches and other 

pests," he said. Besides, doing so does not help to 

address the root cause of a cockroach infestation,  

COCKROACH SIGHTINGS IN THE DAY COULD 

MEAN A SERIOUS INFESTATION PROBLEM 

The most serious case encountered by PestBusters 

involved cockroach sightings and activities recorded 

even during the day. 

 

"Cockroaches were seen on the seats, at the side of the 

doors, on the floor mat, and even in the engine area," a 

spokesman said, adding that they were "literally 

everywhere". 

 

The spokesman added that cockroaches mostly hunt for 

food in the night, and if they are seen during the day, 

"the infestation level is beyond imagination". 

 

Over the past two years, about five to 10 per cent of 

inquiries received by the firm were related to 

cockroaches in cars. 

 

 

 * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rentokil.com.sg/my-pest-control-quick-tips/myth-busted-is-pandan-leaf-an-effective-cockroach-repellent/
https://www.rentokil.com.sg/my-pest-control-quick-tips/myth-busted-is-pandan-leaf-an-effective-cockroach-repellent/
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Stray Cats Set Free - Pest Busters  

by Joel E. Zurbano  -  February 25, 2018 

 
The pest control firm hired to remove and relocate stray 

cats living around the Shangri-La at the Fort in Taguig 

City broke its silence Friday night, saying it merely 

caught and released the felines at a place far enough 

from the hotel and apologized for not speaking up sooner 

about the issue. 

In a post on the Facebook community page of “Cats of 

BGC,” PestBusters Philippines said it is their policy to 

protect the privacy of their clients, including the five-star 

hotel at the Bonifacio Global City that created a social 

media firestorm over its controversial handling of the 

cats. 

“As a pest management company, PestBusters’ 

professional mandate is to eliminate the five general 

pests: cockroaches, rats, ants, flies and mosquitoes,” 

the firm said in a statement. “Cats do not fall into the 

category of pests. So, when we were asked by our client 

to handle the matter, we needed to look for options of 

dealing with it properly and humanely.” 

 

“As we only have the authority to service our client, only 

cats residing or wandering inside the private property 

were removed,” PestBusters said, adding it researched 

and found just two options: bring them to the city pound 

“for possible euthanization” or catch and release. 

 

“Since we didn’t want any cats killed, we chose to catch 

and release them where other cats live but far enough 

away that they wouldn’t return to the property,” the firm 

added. 

 

PestBusters said it met with the group CARA 

(Compassion and Responsibility for Animals Welfare 

Philippines) and brought their volunteers to one of 

the locations where they released the cats. 

 

“We will continue with our commitment to engage with 

CARA and any official organizations following up on 

this issue,” it added.  

 

Public outrage on social media broke out after at least 20 

cats living near the hotel disappeared, after Shangri-La 

management said it hired PestBusters to remove and 

relocate the animals. 

 

The hotel assured the public that no harm had been done 

to the relocated cats. 

“In fact, more than half of them have been adopted 

by hotel employees. The others were relocated to two 

locations within Taguig,” Shangri-La said in a 

statement. 

 

On its official Facebook page, CARA said the final 

round of searches was made last Thursday, following the 

series of searches with representatives of Shangri-La and 

PestBusters. They failed to locate the cats. 

 

 

CARA also acknowledged and expressed gratitude to the 

employees of Shangri-La for providing homes for some 

of the cats as claimed by the hotel management. But it 

noted that the 12 cats adopted by the hotel staff were not 

the ones they were looking for. 

 

Cats of BGC used social media in calling on the public to 

find the missing cats. 

“Our skill set was not for managing a crisis nor starting 

an online war or campaign against Shang or anyone. We 

were using this page to reach out to more people who 

could adopt them [cats],” it said. 

 

Shangri-La management sent an email to Cats of BGC 

on Feb. 16, saying the cats were “placed at Buting and 

near Kalayaan Avenue.” On Feb. 18, the hotel’s official 

statement stated the release sites were “residential areas 

on Ilaya Street and Anastacio Street.” 

 

Since November 2017, CARA volunteers had noticed 

that some of the Shangri-La cats had gone missing, but 

none of their investigations led to any conclusions. 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

http://thestandard.com.ph/search?q=Joel%20E.%20Zurbano
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Eerie glowing mounds in  Brazil 

 

 

 

 

 

They could be alien life forms or forgotten fairy lights 

still shining. But these glowing green mounds in the 

remote savannah of the Emas National Park in central 

Brazil are neither of those things. 

Instead, they're a rare natural phenomenon found only in 

this park.  If you recognised the mounds as termite 

mounds, you're right - but it isn't the termites that are 

emitting this bioluminescent glow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's the larvae of the click-beetle, which glow at dusk 

to attract prey. And one of their favourite snacks is 

the insect whose house they're occupying: the flying 

termite.  Landscape photographer Marcio Cabral, who 

is based in Brazil's capital city, Brasilia, travelled to the 

national park to photograph the luminescent larvae. 

"It is a rare phenomenon and only occurs in the first rains 

after the dry season," he says. "You have to be very 

lucky to get a good intensity to the light. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I have visited for the past years and I have never before 

been able to see it at its maximum intensity. "It depends 

on the temperature, humidity, absence of wind and 

whether the moon is shining brightly. 

"It’s really incredible to see and I keep wanting to go 

back year after year, always hoping it will be really 

intense. "The ancient settlers were afraid of 

these termite mounds and believed they contained spirits. 

"But I think the terrestrial bioluminescence has its own 

magic." 

And the magical glow isn't the only attraction of the 

Emas National Park, which covers a vast area 133,000 

hectares in size - it's a Unesco World Heritage-listed site 

that's also home to rhea (large birds similar to 

ostriches), jaguars, maned wolves and toucans. 

The spectacular landscape, too, is worth a visit: those 

endless savannahs are interspersed with mountains 

and waterfalls. 

It's a magical place for many reasons, but those 

glowing termite mounds might just top them all! 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

Syngenta to acquire Strider 

Mar 27, 2018 

Strider is a leader in digital agriculture. 

Syngenta has entered into a binding agreement to 

acquire Strider, a Brazilian agtech company focused 

on operational management solutions for farms.  

Completion of the transaction is subject to clearance by 

the relevant merger-control authorities. Financial terms 

of the transaction are not disclosed. 

Strider is a leader in the Latin American digital 

agriculture market and the transaction will enhance 

Syngenta’s ability to bring greater value to customers by 

providing innovative digital solutions for the 

management of on farm information.  

From the monitoring of machinery and pest control to 

satellite imaging of the crops, Strider technologies help 

the producer to save costs, increase productivity and 

better manage processes and people. The company 

began in 2013 with the mission of making agricultural 

management more efficient and assertive.  

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
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Fungus Kills Bed Bugs - First Used in 

Oklahoma by Pied Piper 

Regional Pest Control Experts Now Provide 

Innovative Aprehend® Bed Bug Control 

BY The Pied Piper -  March 27, 2018, 
 

It's no secret that bed bug infestations have become a 

growing problem in recent years as they continue to 

proliferate and expand their dominance as one of the 

most formidable pests to exterminate. To make matters 

worse, research has shown that many of the pre-existing 

bed bug treatment options have lost their effectiveness. 

 

To better serve customers and successfully eliminate bed 

bug problems both commercially and residentially, Pied 

Piper Services is now the first Oklahoma pest control 

company to provide revolutionary Aprehend® 

treatments for bed bug control.  

Composed of  Beauveria bassiana fungal spores, the 

proprietary formulation of Aprehend® is designed to 

kill bed bugs in all life stages within four to ten days 

after they come into contact with a treated surface.   

Each treatment given by Pied Piper Services can provide 

up to three months of protection from potential bed bug 

infestations, making it extremely effective in commercial 

applications such as hotels, motels or multi-family 

housing. For the ultimate protection against bed bug 

infestation, treatments can be administered quarterly for 

continuous support year-round. 

As a non-toxic biopesticide, Aprehend® is effective on 

bed bugs but will not adversely affect humans or 

animals. Although utilizing Beauveria bassiana fungal 

spores for bed bug control is relatively new, it has proven 

to be an effective pest control solution for horticultural 

and agricultural industries for many years.  

 

Because it is a unique, ready-to-use formula, 

Aprehend® can be easily applied to surfaces by a Pied 

Piper Services technician as an invisible and odorless 

bed bug treatment, where they will remain for up to three 

months until encountered by a bed bug. 

 

SOURCE The Pied Piper 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

Man trying to burn cockroaches sets 

off explosion in his own house 

THE ASIAN AGE  -  Mar 9, 2018, 

While the explosion damaged the kitchen and 

walls of the house, the shrapnel caused 

lacerations on the man’s head and hand. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Authorities pointed to clear instructions on the spray to 

keep it away from a flame (Photo: Pixabay) 

Nobody likes insects crawling around in their house and 

while many go for pest control some try to take matter in 

their own hands. But while cleaning your own 

surroundings is a great idea, going overboard can be 

disastrous. 

A man from Australia* was so fed up with cockroaches 

at his place that he came up with a rather extreme 

solution. The idea was to burn the roaches in the kitchen 

with an ignited can and an insect spray. 

But in a shocking turn of events, the man ended up 

blowing up his house as his tools set off an explosion. 

 While the explosion damaged the kitchen and walls of 

the house, the shrapnel caused lacerations to the man’s 

head and hand. 

Authorities pointed to the clear instructions on the spray 

to keep it away from a flame. While there were others 

present in the house, the man was the only one injured 

and was rushed to a hospital. 

* It keeps on happening all over the world but 

this time, Australian news comes to our 

readers via an Asian newspaper.  That’s 

internationalism for you! – Ed. 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news/the-pied-piper
https://thepiedpiper.biz/aprehend-bed-bug-control/
https://thepiedpiper.biz/aprehend-bed-bug-control/
https://thepiedpiper.biz/
https://thepiedpiper.biz/
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… The most important Conference you should note in your diary NOW 

and be sure to attend is … … … the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


